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Marietta celebrates Black
History Month
Marietta House Museum is proud to be in Prince
George’s County, where we have claim to so much history. This month, in honor of Black History Month, we
find ourselves reflecting on our rich local history. The
county has amazing historical sites, many of which we
work with: Belair Mansion, Darnell’s Chance House
Museum, Riversdale House Museum, Montpelier
House Museum, Surratt House Museum, Nottingham
School House, Seabrook School House, Ridgeley
Rosenwald School, and the Duckett Cabin, to name
just a few. Black History is integral to each historic site
in the county, and this month you can find an array of
fascinating histories that highlight these stories.
Black History Month is an opportunity to learn more
about the people that shaped this nation. Here in
Prince George’s County, we go all out! The MarylandNational Capital Park and Planning Commission has
organized a variety of performances—virtual and
live—and historic tours under their program “More
than a Month: Commemorating 40 Years of the MNCPPC Black History Program.” (For more information, email blackhistory@pgparks.com.)

At Marietta, we celebrate the stories of the
people who, literally, left their mark on the
history of the house and the county.
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At Marietta House Museum, you can enjoy a great talk
by Dr. Jessica Marie Johnson, a professor at Johns
Hopkins University, who will talk about her book
Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy and Freedom
in the Transatlantic World. For information about her
talk on February 10, flip to the events page (page 10)
and the calendar (page 11).
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We hope that you will join us and M-NCPPC to celebrate our history in Prince George’s County.
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Around the Museum
New volunteer opportunities
are available at Marietta
Marietta House Museum is looking for passionate, curious volunteers to get involved with several new projects in 2022.

Tour guides: Beginning in March 2022, Marietta
will conduct training sessions for a new volunteer tour
guide program as part of the Giving Voice Initiative.
Join us for four 60-minute virtual training sessions,
with presentations and conversations that introduce
Marietta’s history, operations, and our new guided
tour. From May 2022, tours will be offered to the public Tuesdays—Fridays at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. After training, docents may volunteer for 1—4 shifts per
month. If you are looking for a chance to get involved
in education, activism, or community outreach, con- If you are interested in volunteering for any of
sider this great opportunity!
these opportunities, please contact us by phone
Museum aids: We are also looking for volunteers to or email (information on page 8) or visit
assist with tours, manage the reception desk, organize https://pgc.samaritan.com/
the library, and assist with collections management custom/1543/opp_details/231504
(like polishing silver and brass objects). This would be
a weekday commitment, during Marietta business
hours. Training will be provided. This volunteer opportunity is approved for Prince George’s County Public Schools student service learning hours (minimum
age: 17).
Historical research assistant: Marietta is deeply
involved in researching the lives of the enslaved community once held on the property. We are looking for
a volunteer who would like to look through the Runaway Docket of the Baltimore Jail (1831—1864) at the
Maryland State Archives and search for names of people who fled Marietta. The Runaway Docket contains
information about African Americans apprehended in
the Baltimore area who were suspected of being enslaved freedom seekers.
See contact details (above, right) for more information
or to volunteer! Individuals 15 and older who volunteer for more than 1 volunteer shift per year must
complete a criminal background check, including being fingerprinted, before volunteer service can begin.
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Join Julie Rose and PGCMLS
for a virtual book club
Marietta House Museum’s Director, Julie Rose,
will be participating in the virtual “Prince George’s
County Reads” book club on March 1!
The Prince George’s County Memorial Library System (PGCMLS) is hosting monthly discussions of
historian William G. Thomas III’s book A Question
of Freedom, which tells the stories of enslaved
men and women in Prince George’s County who
obtained their freedom through the courts. Gabriel
Duvall and other Marietta residents feature heavily in the history of local and national freedom trials.
Assistant Curator Katherine Brodt guest facilitated
the book club discussion on January 4, where she
introduced guests to Marietta House Museum, our
history, and our mission. Julie Rose will continue
the discussion on March 1, discussing Gabriel Duvall’s involvement in freedom trials in the early
nineteenth century. Marietta would like to thank
PGCMLS and our friends at Joe’s Movement Emporium for giving us this unique opportunity to
engage with the community!

To register for this free virtual event, visit
www.pgcmls.info/events

Get outside and explore the
grounds of Marietta
Visitors can still enjoy the history and landscape of
Marietta House Museum even when COVID-19
prevents us from touring the house itself! Our
grounds are always open to the public.

The self-guided walking tour of Marietta, available
for free, allows guests to explore the extensive museum grounds while learning the stories of the
house and its former inhabitants. Find graffiti in
the bricks, hike down to the lower lawn, and pause
for quiet reflecting in the Duvall burial ground.
Come anytime during daylight hours! The tour is
available in boxes at the visitor parking lot
(pictured at right), in both English and Español.
And when you’re ready to take a guided tour of the
interiors, give us a call to schedule your tour.
Marietta House Museum
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Historical Tidbits
Homer Plessy receives a
posthumous pardon
The Washington Post reported that on January 5, 2022,
Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards pardoned Homer
Plessy. Mr. Plessy (1862—1925) was a Black man arrested
in 1892 for refusing to leave a “Whites-only” railroad car—
an incident which led to the Supreme Court ruling that
guaranteed the “separate but equal” Jim Crow policy as national law. The law now upheld “Whites-only” and
“Colored-only” public spaces in hotels, restaurants, trains,
and other businesses (pictured at right, from Library of
Congress collections). It stood until 1954, when the Supreme Court overruled Plessy v. Ferguson in the case
known as Brown v. Board of Education, arguing that segregation laws violated the Fourteenth Amendment’s right
to equal protection.

The fascinating origins of
Valentine’s Day cards
Valentine's Day goes way back in history, but the popular
idea of sending beautiful and elaborate cards (like the one
at right, from the Library of Congress collections) is credited to the Victorians in the 1830s. The cards were originally
flat sheets of paper, printed with colored and embossed illustrations and could be folded and sealed with wax. Victorians later preferred to make their own cards with lace,
bows, ribbons, silk flowers, and other decorative materials.
1.2 million cards were processed by the post office in London by 1871.
Esther Howland, an American businesswoman, is credited
with popularizing Valentines in America. After receiving
an ornate card from a friend in England, she decided to import paper laces and floral decorations to make her own
cards and sell them in her father's stationer's store. By the
mid-1850s, they were extremely popular.
Valentines are still popular today and include a modern approach, with online cards being sent in a moment!
Marietta House Museum
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The Latest Research
Calfus and Margaret: a
Marietta love story
Katherine Brodt, Assistant Curator
February is a month to celebrate love. At Marietta,
we’re reflecting on one of our favorite stories uncovered during last year’s research: the love story
of Calfus Brown and Margaret Duckett.
Calfus and Margaret were both born into slavery
at Marietta in the early 1840s. Margaret was part
of the larger Duckett family—Jacob, Amelia, and
at least one other daughter named Martha. Calfus
(or Calphus) was the son of a woman named Everlina. The enslaved community at Marietta was
very tight-knit, so Calfus and Margaret would
have grown up playing (and working) together.
It’s possible that a bond formed between them
even in their childhoods. After the death of Gabriel Duvall in 1844, though, the enslaved community was divided. Everlina and Calfus stayed at
Marietta, now the property of Edmund Bryce Duval II. Margaret and her parents were moved to
“the Wigwam,” just north of Marietta, owned by
Marcus Duval. But since the two plantations bordered each other and were connected by a private
road (Bell Station Road today), Calfus and Margaret must have continued to see each other.

Above: Calfus Brown’s pension record, showing
Margaret Brown as his widow. Below: In this 1844
inventory, made after the death of Gabriel Duvall,
Calfus and Margaret are listed as young children
with their mothers, Everlina and Amelia.

Whatever future the sweethearts saw together,
everything changed for them in the 1860s. About halfway through the Civil War, in 1863, Calfus was
one of two Marietta men drafted into the U.S. Colored Troops. He saw active service in Florida,
while Margaret likely worried about him from their home in Prince George’s County. By the time
Calfus returned from war, the Thirteenth Amendment had outlawed slavery in the United States, so
the enslaved community at Marietta was free. Calfus and Margaret could marry in a legally binding
ceremony—something unknown to previous generations of enslaved. They did so in 1867, later settling in Washington, D.C. with their two sons William and Elias, who were born free.
Unfortunately, Calfus and Margaret’s marriage was brief. By 1880, Calfus had died—perhaps of a
lingering war wound or illness. Margaret applied to receive her late husband’s army pension—that
same year, she is listed in the census with her parents and sons, living in an apartment in D.C.
While ultimately a sad story, Calfus and Margaret’s lives demonstrate the closeness of Marietta’s enslaved community in the nineteenth century. We can only imagine the strong bonds that were
forged, which clearly endured even after separation and emancipation.
Marietta House Museum
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Researching Marietta
through maps
Edward Torres-Lopez, Museum Intern
Like many of his peers, Judge Gabriel Duvall made
significant changes to the tract of land where he
built his house, Marietta. With chunks of land added to the original tract he purchased from his father, Marietta’s landscape kept changing rapidly.
The goal of my internship project was to find evidence of those changes to Marietta’s landscape, including land additions and new buildings. Many
people impacted the boundaries and structures,
making my task a slow process of looking through
deeds, records, and reports for information. One of
the most useful resources, though, were maps.

Studying these environmental maps made in the
1970s allowed Marietta intern, Ed, to find the precise locations of landmarks like “the Wigwam”
house. (The Maryland Department of Transportation)

We are confident that Marietta, the plantation, had at least three dwelling houses: Marietta, where
Gabriel and his wife, Jane, lived; another, older house where Gabriel’s father and two sisters lived;
and a third building, “the Wigwam,” that was the home of Gabriel’s son Edmund and his wife, Augusta. Looking at deeds, taxes, and other primary sources helped the Marietta research team—
working alongside Maddy McCoy and Chris Milko of Slavery Inventory Database—to determine the
approximate borders and locations of these three houses and the Duvall property as a whole. We actually determined that the Duvall land holdings were much more modest than previously believed!
But I also had to look at maps, in order to see the changes over time. That took me on a long journey
through state records, digital archives, and other online tools. I learned how to use a helpful online
resource called Medusa, which shows changes to landscape through maps and photos. I also had access to laser mapping.
Thanks to the Maryland Department of Transportation, I was also able to locate an Environmental
Report from the 1970s, when the expansion of Route 193 was first proposed. Not only did the engineers map structures new and old, they also paid attention to the trees of the area. We have lots of
primary sources at Marietta, including the memoirs of Gabriel Duvall’s granddaughter, that allude to
specific trees on the property, so I wondered if locating certain trees could help me map buildings
now lost. I know that some of the trees planted, like the peach orchard that is documented at “the
Wigwam,” had a short lifespan. But others, like the black walnuts, pecans, and grape vines can live
for decades—if not more.

The environmental report also gave us the exact location of “the Wigwam.” We previously believed
that the foundations of the house existed where the Glenn Dale Volunteer Fire Station is located today. But thanks to the report, I found that the house was actually located right on top of Route 193
today, meaning it was completely destroyed to build the road.
Finding and studying the landscape has been an exciting job for all of us at Marietta. With all of
these records and maps, plus the new evidence, I completed a research report about some of Marietta’s landscape history. It can be used by future staff and researchers. It is exciting to think that
there will always be someone here at Marietta to research and learn more about the landscape.
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Neighbor-to-Neighbor
History, activism, and the Giving
Voice Initiative: a teenager’s
perspective
Jalila Jennai, Laurel High School Student and
neighbor
Hi, I’m Jalila! I’m fourteen years old and I wanted to share
my thoughts regarding the Giving Voice Initiative, activism,
and social justice.
I met Julie Rose, the director of Marietta House Museum,
through my mother’s involvement with the M-NCPPC Diversity Council. Within the time we talked, I learned a lot.
Ms. Julie shared with me the desire to find people my age
who are interested in social justice and hear our opinions
and ideas on the projects Marietta is working on, to see if
they would appeal to all others in my age group. The meetings were short—which was very nice, considering I have a
short attention span! But each meeting was packed with information and I was asked what I thought about the pro- Jalila Jennai is a fourteen-year-old student at Laurel High School in Prince
jects and stories shared with me.
George’s County, Maryland. Marietta
A big part of the Giving Voice Initiative program is to shine thanks her for taking the time to talk with
light on the stories of enslaved people in Maryland. I think us and share her insight!

it’s amazing how much Marietta staff found from the records of the Duvall family, especially after so much time. It was fun piecing together the lives of the
two different families that Ms. Julie shared with me. It was an eye-opening experience because it
was all things I’d never learned about before—it was all new to me. Ms. Julie always made sure I understood what was going on by asking questions or asking if I needed clarification.
A fun element of our meetings was being asked how to reach others in my age group. I was also given prompts for future discussions regarding possible social justice field trips in Maryland and what I
would expect to learn. We also discussed ways to entice people my age to become more active in
learning about historic stories and events.
It feels great to be involved with something where you are a part of change. I would most definitely
encourage anyone in my age group to talk with Ms. Julie and get involved. It was so amazing to meet
someone who is as passionate about their job as Ms. Julie. It has been an amazing opportunity and I
urge others to take advantage of learning about the past so we can move forward.
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Reflecting on positive changes
through the Giving Voice
Initiative
Alexia Martinez, Museum Assistant and Neighbor
I often get asked: what do you do at Marietta House Museum? I enjoy this question because I can pass along what I
have learned at the museum. A big part of what I have
learned is to have an opened mind about the history that I
was taught in grade school. I am now much more aware
that history is layered and complex and includes so many
people who have not been given space in the school history
books. Back then, my history classes skimmed though
American slavery, mentioning only that it happened and
that it was best to forget it and not look back.
Working at Marietta House Museum, one of my duties is
being a tour guide. The tour I first learned all those years
ago and gave to visitors mainly focused on the free, white,
Museum Assistant Alexia Martinez, who
wealthy enslaving Duvall family. I did not know enough history to talk about the enslaved community at this tobacco helps with Marietta’s interpretation, is
plantation house. However, now that we have been working happy to share the stories of Marietta’s
on the Giving Voice Initiative and learning about the en- enslaved community, uncovered during
slaved community—the Butler family, Serena, and Rachel, the Giving Voice Initiative.
for example—I have a better understanding of the actual
people that walked on these floors, climbed these stairs, and worked this land. They were forced to
labor here at Marietta. I am certain it was a hard, painful and a difficult reality, with daily burdens,
struggles and oppression.
However, I also think about how, perhaps, in each new generation of the enslaved families at Marietta, there may have been hope that the next child would have a better life, and that bequeathed hope
and emotional strength would be passed down through generations, reaching their descendants today. It is obvious to me that in our nation we still need major improvements in full access to our civil
rights, and so many Americans are having to deal with continual discrimination and disparity. It is
my hope, and the hope of my coworkers at Marietta House Museum, that through the Giving Voice
Initiative we can advocate and provide accurate history to help educate ourselves and the public,
while giving deeper meaning to the national realities in our country.

Join Alexia and the rest of the Marietta House Museum staff in our
efforts to interpret this historic house. Read a list of volunteer opportunities on page 2 and contact us for more information or to
register.
Call (301) 464-5291 or email MariettaHouse@pgparks.com
Or visit https://pgc.samaritan.com/custom/1543/
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Book Corner
Vanguard: How Black Women
Broke Barriers, Won the Vote,
and Insisted on Equality for All
by Martha S. Jones (2020)
How fortunate we are to have historian and renowned author Martha S. Jones be the speaker for Marietta House
Museum’s Women’s History Month talk! Dr. Jones will be
speaking about her latest book, Vanguard. The virtual talk
will be presented on March 10—for more information and
registration details, see the events page (page 10) and the
calendar (page 11).
Popular accounts of the women’s suffrage crusade often
begin with the Seneca Falls convention of 1848 and end
with the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920.
But this movement—overwhelmingly led by white women—
did not win the vote for most Black women. To secure their
rights, Black women needed a movement of their own.
Dr. Jones researched the accounts of Black women in
America who collaborated, took risks, and defied the odds
to give voice to a massive group of silenced people in all of
the United States. Dr. Jones recounts how they defied both
racism and sexism to fight for the right to vote. And in the
process, Black women wielded political power to secure the
equality and dignity of all persons. The story is the culmination of two centuries of dramatic struggle that transformed America for the better.

Vanguard is available from most major
booksellers! Be sure to join us for Martha
Jones’s event on March 10! Cover courtesy: Amazon

In her introduction, Dr. Jones wrote, “Black women advocated for their interests as people doubly
burdened by racism and sexism, and they reasoned that when society lifted them up as equals, everyone would rise. These insights led to a political philosophy rooted in a broad quest for freedom
and dignity that extended to all of humanity.”
Please join us for a fascinating, revealing evening on March 10, to celebrate the lives and legacies of
these brave women.

Marietta House Museum
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Events
Learn about Black women in the
Atlantic world at Marietta’s
Black History Month talk
Marietta House Museum is pleased to welcome Jessica
Marie Johnson, Assistant Professor of History at Johns
Hopkins University, for a virtual Black History Month talk
on February 10. Dr. Johnson will discuss her book Wicked
Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy, and Freedom in the Atlantic World, a history of Black women in the Atlantic world
which highlights the issues of enslavement, sexuality, gender and resistance.
For more information about Dr. Johnson’s talk, and how to
register, please see the calendar on page 11.

Coming in March: the Black
women who won the vote
On Thursday, March 10, Marietta Museum will host Martha Jones for a virtual talk in honor of Women’s History
Month. Dr. Jones (pictured at right) will discuss her book
Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers, Won the
Vote, and Insisted on Equality for All and the Black women
who continued to fight for suffrage after the Nineteenth
Amendment was ratified (see more on page 9).
Dr. Jones is a historian, writer, and commentator, based at
Johns Hopkins University, who focuses on Black Americans’ roles in shaping American democracy. She has received numerous fellowships and in 2010 was selected as a
Distinguished Lecturer with the Organization of American
Historians.
Marietta hopes you can join us for what will, surely, be a
fascinating evening. For more information or to register,
see the calendar on page 11.
Marietta House Museum
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Upcoming Events
For more information on any of our events, or to register, please contact
Stacey Hawkins: (301) 464-5291 or MariettaHouse@pgparks.com
RESCHEDULED, date TBD. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. In honor of Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day, Marietta welcomes visitors for free guided tours of the exhibitions “Era of Jim Crow Reconstruction,” “Pullman Porters,” and the Marietta historic house. This event was postponed due to
COVID-19 safety precautions and will be rescheduled at a later date, to be determined. We will
email our current registrants and our newsletter readers the new date. The original date was
nearly sold out, so please be sure to contact us if you would like to register for this special tour!
Thursday, February 10, 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy,
and Freedom in the Atlantic World. In honor of Black History Month, Marietta is pleased to
welcome historian Dr. Jessica Marie Johnson from Johns Hopkins University History Department
who will discuss her new book, Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy, and Freedom in the Atlantic
World. The story of freedom is shaped by the peculiar oppressions faced by African women and
women of African descent. Dr. Johnson explores the nature of the complicated historical intimate
and kinship ties and how they were used by black women to construct freedom in the Atlantic world.
Thank you to the Prince George’s Historical Society for their support for this program. Virtual
presentation on Microsoft Teams. Ages 16 and older. To register please email
stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com or register on Parks Direct. $5/person.
Thursday, March 10, 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers, Won the Vote, and Insisted on Equality for All. Join Marietta House Museum for a
Women’s History Month talk with author Dr. Martha Jones, history professor from Johns Hopkins
University. This virtual presentation on Microsoft Teams features Dr. Jones speaking about her
award-winning book Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers, Won the Vote, and Insisted on
Equality for All. In the standard story, the suffrage crusade began in Seneca Falls in 1848 and ended
with the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920. But this overwhelmingly white women’s
movement did not win the vote for most black women. Securing the vote for black women required a
movement of their own. Thank you to the Prince George’s Historical Society for their support for this
program. Ages 10 and older. To register for this program, please email stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com
or visit Parks Direct. $5/person.
Thursday, April 7, 4 p.m.—6 p.m. Giving Voice Initiative: Listening for the Historical
Enslaved Community at Marietta. After a two-year deep dive into historical records, Marietta’s
researchers will share an overview of their findings and a sampling of histories about the enslaved
families and individuals who lived and labored on the almost 700 hundred acres of land that comprised “Marietta”. This interactive program will engage visitors in conversations about just some of
the narratives of these individuals as revealed through historical records. Hear the narratives of the
Butler family’s liberation, Ben Duckett’s seeking of freedom with the underground railroad, the
members of the Black family’s eventual release from enslavement, and the Jackson brother’s escapes
from Marietta. This program is in partnership with a local performing arts ensemble. Free. Ages 12
and older. To register for this program, email stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com or visit Parks Direct.
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Kids’ Page
Learn how to play marbles! This
centuries-old game was played by
both free and enslaved children who
grew up at Marietta. The object of
the game is to shoot or knock out as
many marbles from a circle as possible. The winner has knocked out the
most marbles.
You will need:


A small marble collection with at least one
large marble



A pouch to hold your marbles



Chalk (if playing outdoors)

Two boys playing marbles ca. 1940, from the Library of Congress collections. Based on archaeological evidence, researchers at Marietta believe that
children who grew up here in the nineteenth century—both free and enslaved children—played this
game. Learn about their collections, and the differences between them, in this month’s “Object of the
Month” feature on page 14.

How to play:


Use chalk to draw a 3-foot wide circle on pavement.



Use your largest marble to be your shooter marble.



Put between 5-10 marbles in the center of the circle.



Each player takes a turn kneeling outside of the circle to flick their shooter marble. Using your
fingers, flick and aim to hit as many marbles with your shooter as you can out of the circle.



Gather the marbles you knock out of the circle at the end of your turn.



At your turn, if you have not knocked out any marbles from the circle, leave your shooter in the
circle.



Play until the ring is empty



The winner has the most marbles by the end of the game.
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Marietta’s February wish list
Cleaning out your attics? Want to support Marietta House Museum? We’re currently
looking for the following items to add to our museum collection and office space. For
more information or to donate, contact Julie Rose: (301) 464-5291 or
MariettaHouse@pgparks.com
Brass

or cast-iron trivet

Countertop
Kitchen

microwave oven

towels

Silver

polishing cloths

Hand

vacuum

Smart

TV

All support makes a difference. Thank you to
everyone who visited, donated, and volunteered
in January 2022!

Marietta House Museum staff
Julie Rose, Director
Stacey Hawkins, Program Coordinator
Katherine Brodt, Assistant Curator
Sue Allyn, Collections Manager
Alexia Martinez, Museum Assistant
Edward Torres-Lopez, Intern
Marietta House Museum
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Object of the Month
Marbles
Nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries
When M-NCPPC archaeologists conducted
digs in Marietta’s basement spaces in the
1990s, they uncovered lots of objects that
give us clues about daily life and culture. One
of the most fascinating finds attests to the
presence of some people who may not always
appear in the historical record: children,
both free and enslaved.
As we learned on page 12, marbles was a game played by children of all social situations—the many
Duvall children who grew up at Marietta throughout the nineteenth century, as well as the enslaved
children who grew up playing and working in the kitchen spaces.
A marble uncovered by archaeologists in the historic kitchen (pictured above, on the left) was probably owned and used by one of the Duvall children. The marble is made of opaque blue glass. Small
scars on its surface suggest that it was manufactured and purchased. This dates it to the late nineteenth or early twentieth century, meaning it could have belonged to the children of Gabriel Duval II
in the 1890s. Other marbles found by archaeologists show that, though they played the same game
as the Duvall children, enslaved children like Calfus Brown and his peers would have had simpler
materials with which to play. Handmade marbles (above, right) were found on the grounds of “the
Wigwam,” the Duvall family estate next to Marietta. Marbles could be handmade using clay, mud,
and other natural materials, rolled into a ball and hardened.
Marbles show us the stark similarities and differences in a childhood at Marietta. Though the free
and enslaved children knew the same game, and may have played it together, they experienced it in
very noticeably different ways.

come visit us!
Business Hours
Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Tour Times
Tuesday-Friday 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m.
To arrange a visit, contact Stacey Hawkins: (301) 464-5291 or
stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com

