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Not far from Prince George’s County, Maryland is the county of Maryland in Liberia, on the West African 
coast of the Atlantic. This county name is the result of African American emigration in 1834 to found a 
colony in Africa. The colony, Maryland in Liberia, was incorporated into the Republic of Liberia in 
1857.  This link between Maryland and West Africa is one of many ties binding us since the 1600s. Some 
of these connections are more visible than others. Some are ways of living, ways of making, ways of do-
ing, dressing, and cooking, ways of knowing and knowing how to do. I offer here a brief suggestion of 
two subtle ways that Africa has been living in Maryland since the 1600s. 

Maryland-born people of African descent bore and bestowed West African names. Records show people 
living in Maryland named Cusey, Cubit, Nom, Mingo, Tydoe, Toader, Abuer, Jam, Ockery, Hann, Sou-
they, Cuffey, Sango and Pender.  A lesser known African naming tradition in Maryland is the Christian 
names of the earliest Africans to arrive in Maryland from Angola and Kongo. Christianity and Christian 
names were deep-rooted in central Africa before transatlantic human trafficking began. People of West 
Central Africa commonly had Christian names, usually in Portuguese form. Even non-Christians in An-
gola had Christian names.  

Born in West Africa and eventually living on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, Anthony and Mary Johnson em-
body both of the subtle African connections that I want to highlight. In 1664, the Johnsons had four chil-
dren, 250 acres of land, and indentured servants. Arriving from Angola with the name Antonio, Anthony 
related his African origins to his grandson John Johnson, who in 1677 bought land and named it Angola. 
Besides their African Christian names, the Johnson family embodies the second form of Africa in Mary-
land: African-descended people in Maryland understood and used litigation for their civil rights.  Evi-
dence of Africa in Maryland is in the actions of the African American families in Maryland who used 
courts to settle property disputes, make contracts, file probate inventories and wills, and petition courts 
for their freedom. 

The Johnson family spoke the English needed to communicate in the courts where they pursued their 
business and civil rights. Mary Johnson, a formerly enslaved African woman, renegotiated the plantation 
lease agreement and made a will, demonstrating the independence and assertiveness common among 
women in Kongo and Angola.   
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Evidence of Africa in Maryland  

By Dr. Kathryn Barrett-Gaines, Marietta House Museum’s Visiting Scholar 

Dr. Kathryn Barrett-Gaines will be speaking at Marietta 
House Museum on Wednesday, February 15 at 6:30pm on this 
topic, focusing on Africa at Marietta. Registration is required 
via https://tinyurl.com/yj833re6. For more information, call 
301-464-5291 or email stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com. See 
Calendar on page 13 for details. 



 

Around the Museum 

Marietta House Museum   January 2023                                               page 2 

Thank you to all who came out to make Mari-

etta House Museum’s Winter Open House 

Tour a success! 

Marietta staff enjoyed welcoming 48 visitors, 

including two families who are new to the 

community. We appreciate that so many peo-

ple chose to visit Marietta. 

Guests started their tour at the original Law 

Office to get acquainted with the families that 

lived here, both free and enslaved. The Law 

Office also houses the exhibit “Enlightenment 

v. Enslavement”.   

Visitors were greeted by Marinia Powell, Mari-

etta’s assistant curator/historian at the front entrance of the historic house. Visitors then met col-

lections manager Sue Allyn in the dining room. Sue explained the many delicious recipes from the 

Victorian era that were on full display as faux food on the sideboard and dining room table. One of 

Sue’s many talents is creating these historically accurate foods for display. Visitors learned about 

Maria, the enslaved cook, and Serena, an enslaved caretaker of the children. Outreach coordinator 

Amina Manguera welcomed guests into the parlor which was furnished with elaborate Victorian 

flare and seasonal decorations. Amina explained some of the Civil War era history that played out 

at Marietta with stories about the families free and enslaved.  

Marietta House Museum’s director, Julie Rose, wore a period dress and greeted visitors in the his-

toric kitchen located in the basement. She discussed how enslaver Jane Duvall planned the dinner 

menus and gave Maria the ingredients for specific recipes including sugar and spices. Visitors 

were interested in learning about open hearth cooking and some of the winter foodway traditions. 

Visitors heard about the Butler family’s freedom story and the Jackson family members’ self-

emancipation stories. 

Following the kitchen, visitors could watch the Marietta orientation video before being greeted by 

Stacey Hawkins, program coordinator, and Alexia Martinez, the museum’s assistant and photog-

rapher, who served mulled cider, hot chocolate, ginger cookies, and cake while guests listened to 

the beautiful melodies played by Chris Van Dyke on her Celtic harp. Chris explained the chords of 

the harp and invited visitors to take a closer look at her special jewel marked strings.  

We wish everyone a great 2023! 

Winter Open House Tour 2022 

By Stacey Hawkins, Program Coordinator  

Marietta decorated for the Winter Open House 

2022, Formal Parlor and Dining Room 
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Museum staff and volunteer visited Darnall’s Chance 

Karen Holl, Rin Powell, Stacey Hawkins, Julie Rose 

Marietta House Museum staff annual photo! 

Worcester Eisenbrandt workers removed the 

house’s original front door for renovations 
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Prince George’s County Ties to the Triangle Slave Trade 

By Julie Rose, Director 

The earliest recorded slave ship destined for Mary-

land sailed from the west coast of Africa in 1662. 

Smaller vessels during the 17th century and early 

18th century landed directly at plantations along 

colonial Maryland’s riverways. By 1705, when port 

towns were established in Prince George’s County, 

ships would also dock at the small port towns. The 

towns included Charles Town/Mt. Calvert (1683 

established), Nottingham (1705 established), 

Queen Anne (1705 established), Mill Town (1705 

established), Aire (1705), Marlborough (1706), 

Piscataway (1707), and Bladensburg (1742-7). 

Bladensburg rose to be the principal commercial cen-

ter for the planters in the Washington area.  

Tobacco warehouses sprang up in the 18th century at natural ports along the Potomac and Patuxent 

where larger vessels could anchor. According to author and historian James H. Johnston, “the main 

ports in the middle Atlantic region were Norfolk, Virginia, and Baltimore, Maryland, and there were 

several smaller ports, including-significant for Yarrow [Mamout]- Annapolis and Bladensburg in 

Maryland” (From Slave Ship to Harvard, p. 31). Tobacco factories in Bladensburg, for example, 

would buy tobacco from Prince George’s County planters and exchange them for goods from Eu-

rope. Some of the ships especially those originating in Liverpool, England, had on board captive Af-

ricans. Prince George’s County resident Christopher Lowndes had his house, Botswick, in Bladens-

burg. Lowndes was a merchant who imported English goods into Maryland and sold them at his 

general stores in the Washington area. He and slave-trade business partner Benjamin Tasker, Jr. 

were ultimately responsible for the capture and sale of a young Muslim boy, Yarrow Mamout (b. cir-

ca 1736 d. 1823). An ad in the Maryland Gazette announced that Lowndes and Tasker had imported 

‘a parcel of healthy slaves” in 1752 to be sold on the Severn River. Yarrow arrived from Guinea in 

1752 in Annapolis where he was sold to his first owner, Samuel Beall. Johnston explains, “At the 

time Yarrow Mamout arrived, Bladensburg was still the commercial center…As the lives of two of 

the town’s merchants, David Ross and Christopher Lowndes show, this commerce involved not only 

the export of tobacco and import of finished goods and delicacies but the importation of human car-

go as well” (From Slave Ship to Harvard, p.37). 

Join James H. Johnston at Marietta House Museum for his presentation, “From Slave Ship to Har-
vard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family” to learn about the local his-
torical slave trade on Thursday, January 12, 6:30-7:30pm. See Calendar on page 13 to register. 

Ad from the Maryland Gazette, May 1752. 

Courtesy MSA  
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When enslaved Africans were taken to America, one of the first things stolen from them was their names. In 

the late 1600s and early 1700s, the importation of enslaved Africans into North America took off, with the 

Chesapeake region briefly outstripping the infamous West Indies colony of Jamaica in its demand for African 

captives.   

 
Most of these Africans hailed from West Africa, where names were linkages to personal and cultural identities. 

Names could come from a variety of sources, including the circumstances of one’s birth (“day names,” for ex-

ample, were names derived from the day of a child’s birth). Additional names were collected over the course of 

one’s lifetime, from intimate, family nicknames to ones gained from a life event. The names individuals car-

ried were an atlas of their life stories and cultures.  

 
Names were, therefore, a prime target for enslavers intent on breaking down their new chattel. According to 

historian Ira Berlin, Europeans regularly branded Africans with diminutives of European names, or those of 

Greco-Roman gods and great white historic figures “as a kind of cosmic jest: the most insignificant with the 

greatest of name.” These names were systematically repeated to newly-enslaved Africans by plantation au-

thorities until they answered to them. Those slow to respond to their new names were branded as “slow” or 

“unintelligent.” Those who dared to stand up to plantation authorities and state their own name faced brutal 

discipline.  

 
As names became a prime tool of oppression for white Europeans, naming became a tool of resistance for Af-

rican Americans. “Plantation names” were names used among enslaved communities; they were ways for Afri-

cans to keep the names they had grown up with, and for enslaved parents to call their children by, - the names 

they, not their enslavers, had chosen. James was a child enslaved at the Wigwam plantation and was likely 

named by his mother, Nancy, who died in 1831. Documents kept by his enslavers alternatively refer to James 

by his name and “Jim,” a diminutive of it, with a runaway ad calling him “Jim but goes by James.”  

 
Amidst the social change of the 1960s and 1970s, names again became vehicles of identity and resistance for 

the African American community. Islam gained religious traction with prominent figures like Cassius Clay 

(Muhammad Ali) converting and changing their names to reflect their new identities. Meanwhile, popular 

media like the TV show “Roots” re-popularized African names among Black American communities. Addition-

ally, interest in “unique names,” names inspired by a noun or preexisting name but reinvented, was climbing. 

My own name, “Marinia,” for example, was invented when my mother combined the names “Mary” and 

“Virginia.”  

 
Today, when we take the time to learn how to properly pronounce a name, especially a Black person’s, we are 
not only honoring the generations of Africans and African Americans whose names were almost forever si-
lenced, but we are rebuking the people and systems that tried to silence them. 

Say Our Names: The Power of Names and Naming   
By Marinia Powell, Assistant Curator/Historian 
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Curriculum and Slavery History  

By Amina Manguera, Outreach Coordinator  

While Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia are neighbors, their histories with slavery are differ-

ent. All three states allowed slavery at the beginning of the Civil War in 1861. Abraham Lincoln 

signed the D.C. Compensated Emancipation Act of 1862 that ended slavery in the District, followed 

by the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 that freed those enslaved in the Southern states that se-

ceded. Maryland did not secede with the South and therefore did not free their enslaved population 

until the Maryland Constitution in 1864 abolished slavery.  

Teaching students about historical enslavement is an essential part of teaching American history. 

When looking at the three states’ public school curricula organized by grade level standards, slavery 

is mostly mentioned when teaching the Civil War, even though the history of enslavement is tied to 

all of American history, starting when the first slave ship arrived in Virginia in 1619. In Maryland, 

the curricula are skeletal frameworks that were most recently approved in 2020 (https://

marylandpublicschools.org/) with standards that should be taught by teachers in public school class-

rooms. There is room left for educators to expand on topics or just meet the standards. The Mary-

land standards brings up slavery in middle school, but not in high school, where the focus is on the 

21st century. Virginia and D.C. curricula refer to slavery in more depth, discussing its political impli-

cations and how it affected the economy, but lacks the personal stories of enslaved individuals. An 

effective way to fill that gap is through field trips or other opportunities to learn about the enslaved 

populations and their day-to-day lives, for example. Field trips help kids “develop historical empa-

thy… [and] gives them a deeper understanding of people, places and situations which in turn can 

teach students critical thinking in their own life” (Educating Adventures, 2018). 

Marietta House Museum offers field trips involving the U.S. Constitution and slavery, as well as find-

ing formerly enslaved individuals in the U.S. Census during Reconstruction. Field trips at Marietta 

House Museum offer an intimate learning environment, exposure to little known stories, and a bet-

ter understanding of the topics talked about during the trip. To schedule a field trip or for more in-

formation contact me, Amina Manguera, (301)464-5291 or Amina.Manguera@pgparks.com 
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This past fall, Marietta House Museum welcomed two new volunteers who will join two extensive 

behind-the-scenes history projects overseen by historian Marinia Powell.  

New volunteer Jan Hodges is a Prince George’s County local hailing from Bowie. Jan will be joining 

longtime Marietta volunteer Karen Holl in populating the Enslaved Individuals Database (EID). The 

EID is an ongoing project that seeks to document the lives of the people enslaved at Marietta while 

it was a working tobacco plantation. The database will make the information more accessible to re-

searchers and the public. The database, designed by Ken Sheridan and Kat Wilmot, seeks to provide 

detailed biographical records, kindship ties, and relationships to expand these individual’s known 

life stories, in an accessible digital format.  

In November, Lian Agwumezie joined our volunteer corps as a slide digitizer. Lian is a student at 

Prince George’s Community College seeking a degree in Business Administration. In her new volun-

teer position, she will join former Marietta intern Greg Foster in helping to preserve our expansive 

collection of slides documenting historic structures around the county, some of which have since 

disappeared or fallen deep into disrepair. Digitizing these slides will not only make these images 

more accessible, but ensure that a visual record of these structures will survive.  

Please join us in welcoming Jan and Lian to the Marietta House Team!  

Welcome Marietta House Museum’s 

Newest Volunteers! 

Volunteer Jan Hodges  

Enslaved Individuals Database Project 

Volunteer Lian Agwumezie   

Digitizing Slide Collection 
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Neighbor-to-Neighbor 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day began in 1986 to recognize Dr. 
King’s birthday and honor his leadership during the Civil 
Rights Movement. In 1994, Congress designated MLK Day 
as a day of service, encouraging people to volunteer in their 
community, connect with their neighbors, and work towards 
the dream of equality that Dr. King asserted during his fa-
mous 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech.  

Dr. King spoke on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and 
gave a passionate speech to a crowd of over 250,000 people, 
proclaiming that the promise of freedom for all stated in the 
nation’s founding documents was not yet achieved. The 
March on Washington ended at the Lincoln Memorial, stra-
tegically displaying “The Great Emancipator” and his role in 
ending slavery to reflect on the country’s progress, while Dr. 
King’s words explained how the country could improve. Dr. 
King is remembered for this speech and more, as he spent 
his life dedicated to seeking racial equality.  

The National Park Service installed a Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Memorial in Washington D.C. in 2011 on the tidal basin 
facing the Jefferson Memorial. Dr. King’s memorial features 
a statue of him breaking out of a mountain with the words 
“out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope” - a quote 
from Dr. King that is inscribed on the side of the statue, con-
veying that he is a stone of hope. Panels line the wall behind 
his statue with quotes from speeches he made throughout 
his life, highlighting his beliefs of justice, peace, equality, and 
love. During the dedication of the memorial, President Obama 
said “he had faith in us…and that is why he belongs on this 
Mall, because he saw what we might become” (White House Archives, 2011). 

Today, the Lincoln Memorial also commemorates Dr. King with “I Have a Dream” engraved on the 
steps where he stood during his speech. The Lincoln Memorial and MLK Jr. Memorial remember 
Dr. King’s commitment to keeping the country accountable in honoring its founding ideal that all 
men are created equal. Since the holiday is dedicated to service, many people find their own way of 
demonstrating equality and community. If you are available on MLK Day, consider visiting Marietta 
House Museum for a free tour and activity revisiting America’s first dream.  

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is January 16, 2023. Free guided tours at Marietta House Museum will 
be offered on this holiday. Call to register, (301) 464-5291 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Keeping the Dream Alive 
By Amina Manguera, Outreach Coordinator 

Photo of Martin Luther King Jr. 

Memorial, NPS 
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Neighbor-to-Neighbor 

Marietta House Museum welcomed IOTA Phi 

Lamda Sorority on December 6th for a special 

holiday tour. Marietta House Museum is a learn-

ing center that encompasses the history of the 

inhabitants that lived there free and enslaved. 

We started the night with a quick meet and greet 

followed by the Marietta House Museum orien-

tation video. Marietta House was a tobacco plan-

tation, originally owned by Gabriel Duvall. I was 

excited to show the Sorors this historic house 

that is also a resource center library where you 

can study local history and genealogy. On the 

tour I led of the historic house, I described jobs that 

the enslaved did. I pointed out the historic kitchen 

where Maria, the enslaved cook during Gabriel Duvall’s residency at Marietta, and the saddlery, 

where horse-riding equipment was kept. I spoke about Randolph Jackson, an enslaved carriage 

driver who used his knowledge of the local roads to successfully escape enslavement in 1857.  

We walked upstairs by candlelight to visit the showcased parlor and dining room. The house was 

decorated in Victorian style including a period Christmas tree and pianoforte.  As we walked each 

room, I was pleased to hear my sisters asked many questions that helped everyone gain a better un-

derstanding of the house history around them. We returned to the conference room for delicious hot 

cider, cakes, and good conversations. In this busy holiday season, it was wonderful to have my sis-

ters come to a place where I spend a lot of my time learning about history. I loved spending time 

with these incredible IOTA women who do such good work in the community. It was a thrill to have 

them here and everyone hopes that they come visit again! 

 

Marietta House Museum hosted members of  

Iota Phi Lamba Sorority on Dec. 6, 2022  

A Visit From My Sisters at Marietta House Museum 

By Alexia Martinez, Museum Assistant  
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They allow some blacks to impress them. Men like San-

cho, Equiano… Yet I fail to see what was so impressive 

about them. They wrote, yes. But thousands could, if 

someone would bother to teach them. And everything 

they wrote was written for whites…. It’s another of this 

world’s laws. Blacks will write only about suffering, and 

only for white people, as if our purpose here is to change 

their minds. – Frannie Langton 

The Confessions of Frannie Langton by Sara Collins is 

primarily set in 1820s London where the titular Langton 

is being tried for the double homicide of her white em-

ployers, George and Marguerite Benham. Faced with a 

death sentence, her lawyer begs her to give him anything 

to make her sympathetic to the all-white court. In a rebuff 

of his request, Langton pens her whole life story, from her 

harrowing beginnings as a mixed-race enslaved girl on a 

Jamaican plantation to her time working for the Benhams 

in London after the abolition of slavery in England (“All 

I’d done was trade one master for another,” Langton says 

of the Benhams) with unflinching honesty. 

Antithetical to her manuscript’s purpose, Frannie does not try to be sympathetic to her nine-

teenth century audience. Rare even in fictional stories set in the present, Frannie explores 

her queerness and sexuality with refreshing openness. When love finds her, she allows it to 

wash over her with all its bliss and turbulence. Love and desire reign supreme over the story, 

dragging Frannie through hazy addiction and into racial healing. 

But even modern readers would find some of Langton’s actions morally challenging in 
thought-provoking ways; the story puts forth the question of how righteous one can be when 
their childhood is pockmarked by the atrocities of slavery. In Langton’s own words, “The 
world went black, and black things were done in it." 

The Confessions of Frannie Langton: A Novel  

Recommended by Marinia Powell, Assistant Curator/Historian 

Book cover courtesy of Good Reads 



Upcoming Events 

For more information about events or to register, please contact Stacey 

Hawkins: (301) 464-5291 or Stacey.Hawkins@pgparks.com  

Thursday, January 12, 6:30pm – 7:30pm. A hybrid presentation: “From Slave Ship to Har-

vard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African American Family” Marietta’s lecture 

and book discussion features nationally acclaimed author and historian, James H. Johnston who will 

present his book, “From Slave Ship to Harvard: Yarrow Mamout and the History of an African Amer-

ican Family”. This hybrid event, in-person at Marietta House Museum and online with Microsoft 

Teams, tells the true story of an African American family in Maryland over six generations, from 

their African ancestor Yarrow Mamout to the present-day descendants.  Ages 12 & up.  $5/person; 

ages 12 & under are free.  All ages under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  Walk-Ins welcome.  

Registration is recommended but not required, however, online must register.  Here is the direct link 

for registration:  https://tinyurl.com/msfbswrz.  For more information, call 301-464-5291 or email 

stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com  

 

Monday, January 16, Marietta House Museum will be open for tours to commemorate Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Day. Tours are 11am, 1pm, and 3pm.  Free event but must register at this direct link:  

https://tinyurl.com/yj833re6 .  For more information call 301-464-5291 or email 

stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com. Snow date is January 22.  

 

Monday, January 16, 10:am – 11:00am. Children's Hour with Yoruba Language Dr. Tai-

ye Ayoola-Adedeji is the author of “The Yoruba Sound Book for Children”. Dr. Ayoola-Adedeji will 

engage children in word activities to learn Yoruba words for colors, numbers, and seasons. Dr. Ayoo-

la-Adedeji is on a quest to ensure that the beautiful African tonal language is passed on from one 

generation to the next. Ages 4-12 with an accompanying adult.  All ages under 16 must be accompa-

nied by an adult.  Free event, however, registration is requested at this direct link:  https://

tinyurl.com/vm4cz7ar.  For more information, call 301-464-5291 or email 

stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com. Snow date is January 22.  

 

Wednesday, February 15, 6:30pm – 8:00pm. Black History Month Lecture "Africa at 

Marietta" In celebration of Black History Month, this lecture is a hybrid-talk with Africanist and 

historian, Dr. Kathryn Barrett-Gaines. Dr. Barrett-Gaines is the Museum's visiting scholar and a his-

tory professor from University of Maryland Eastern Shore. Dr. Barrett-Gaines will present cultural 

and historical evidence of African culture at 19th century Marietta House and plantation. Dr. Barrett

-Gaines’s will share aspects of Swahili and other African language ties to the history of the house.                                 

This hybrid talk will be held in-person at Marietta House Museum and online on Microsoft Teams. 

Ages 12 & up. All ages under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. $5/person: ages 12 & under are 

free. Walk-Ins welcome.  Registration is recommended but not required, however, online must regis-

ter.  Here is the direct link for registration: https://tinyurl.com/yj833re6   For more information, call 

301-464-5291 or stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com  
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday, March 5, 1:00pm – 3:00pm.  “Teatime Talk: The Women at Marietta”, In honor 
of Women’s History Month, Dr. Julie Rose, director of Marietta House Museum, will give a talk fea-
turing the latest research about the women, free and enslaved, who lived and labored at Marietta be-
tween 1783 and 1865. The talk features three generations of enslaved women of the Jackson, Butler, 
and Duckett families. Tea will be served with all the trimmings of British style tea sampling followed 
by an optional guided tour of the historic house and grounds.  Recommended for ages 12 & up, (ages 
under 18 must be accompanied by an adult).  $35/person.  Reservations are required.  Please register 
at this direct link:  https://tinyurl.com/yj833re6   For more information call 301-464-5291 or email 
stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com.    
 
March is Women’s History Month at Marietta House Museum. Guided tours will feature 
the stories of the free and enslaved women who lived, loved, labored, and navigated their own securi-
ty at Marietta throughout the 19th century. Tuesday through Fridays, 11am, 1pm and 3pm.$5/per 
person. Children under 12 years old free admission.  Please register on www.pgparksdirect.com or 
call 301-464-5291 or email stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com 
 
Thursday, April 13, 6:30-8pm, Annual Giving Voice Initiative: “Slavery’s Human Traf-

ficking Legacies Then and Now”. In partnership with the Office of Human Rights of Prince 

George’s County and Prince George’s County Human Trafficking Task Force. A hybrid presentation. 

Panelists and poets will describe and discuss with the audience the ties among the historic Atlantic 

Slave trade, 18th century Prince George’s County, and 21st century Prince George’s County. Featured 

speakers include Human Rights activist Renée Battle Brooks, historian David Armenti, and Mary-

land poet Patti Ross. Ages 12 & up (ages under 18 must be accompanied by an adult). Walk-Ins wel-

come.  Registration is recommended but not required, however, online must register.  Here is the di-

rect link for registration: https://tinyurl.com/5e2vynjd For more information, call 301-464-5291 or 

email stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com  

 

Saturday, May 6, Saturday, 1:00pm – 2:30pm. “The Atlantic Slave Trade in Bladens-

burg”. Join Marietta House Director, Dr. Julie Rose, Prince George’s County Historical Society His-

torian, Susan Pearl, and Bladensburg Waterfront Park, Assistant Director, Tonya Johnson for an af-

ternoon boat ride on the historical river where the enslaved first caught a glimpse of Bladensburg. 

Hear about the history of Bladensburg and the riverways, and how the Atlantic Slave Trade was con-

nected to a prominent Bladensburg resident, Christopher Lowndes. Reservations are required for 

this event.  Please register at this direct link:  https://tinyurl.com/mjk8u8kc For more information, 

call 301-464-5291 or email stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com   $10/person; recommended for ages 12 & 

older (ages under 18 must be accompanied by an adult). Space is limited so please call soon. 
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Use the space below to draw your 

own snowflakes! Remember, 

every snowflake is different and 

unique.  

Fun facts about snowflakes: 

• It takes an hour for a snowflake to 

reach the ground 

• Mars has snowflakes 

• Snowflakes form around pollen or dust 
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Monday, January 16, MLK Day 10am-11am, Children’s 
Hour with Yoruba Language  

Taiye Ayoola-Adedeji is the author of “The Yoruba Sound Book for Chil-
dren”. Dr. Ayoola-Adedeji will engage children in word activities to learn 
Yoruba words for colors, numbers, and seasons. Dr. Ayoola-Adedeji is on 
a quest to ensure that the beautiful African tonal language is passed on 
from one generation to the next. Ages 4-12 with an accompanying adult.  
All ages under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  Free event, howev-
er, registration is requested at this direct link:  https://tinyurl.com/
vm4cz7ar.  For more information, call 301-464-5291 or email 

stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com. Snow date is January 22.  

We are looking for  

Volunteer Tour Guides  

Marietta House Museum is looking for 

volunteer tour guides for Thursdays from 

11am-4pm and Fridays from 1-4pm. 

Tours are about an hour long and require 

walking outdoors and stairs. 

 

 

Please call 301-464-5291 or email Stacey 

Hawkins at stacey.hawkins@pgparks.com 

if you are interested! 

Dr. Taiye Ayoola-

Adedeji with her book  

Visit the updated Marietta House Muse-

um and Gabriel Duvall Wikipedia pages to 

learn more about our museum! 

Marietta: https://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/Marietta_(Glenn_Dale,_Maryland)  

Duvall: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Gabriel_Duvall 

Coming Soon!   
Please join us for our American and local history-based 

 "Lunchtime Lecture Series", February - December 2023.   

Brown bag lunch, 12pm - 1pm. Free admission.  Each lecture is  
followed by an optional free tour of the historic house.  

More information to come—please stay tuned! 

Would you like to read past issues of  

Marietta House Museum Newsletter?  

Visit Rosenotes.net 
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Marietta House Museum Staff 

WISH LIST 

Marietta House Museum would like to improve the visibility of the Serena videos 
that are in six rooms on the tour. We learned from our summer focus groups that 
larger screens will make a big difference in watching these amazing 3-minute 
performances on the tour. 

• Vacuum cleaner, gently used or new 

• 24 or 30 inch Smart TV 

• New or gently used three ring binders (any amount) 

• Clip boards, any amount 

 

Announcements 

 Julie Rose, Director 

 Stacey Hawkins, Program Coordinator  

 Sue Allyn, Collections Manager 

 Amina Manguera, Outreach Coordinator 

 Marinia Powell, Assistant Curator/Historian 

 Alexia Martinez, Museum Assistant  

 



 

Object of the Month 

In historic houses you never know what you’re going to 
find. Readers might recall an article in an earlier issue of 
the Marietta House Museum Newsletter. It described the 
initials of Judge Duvall that were scratched into the bricks 
right outside the front entrance, “JD 1816”, marking the 
completion of the house. Now with our ongoing historic 
window restoration underway, contractor Steve Han with 
Worcester Eisenbrandt found a Sept. 9, 1996, Washington 
Post newspaper inside a window casing by the staircase in 
the upper passageway. The newspaper page mentions the 
flooding of the Potomac on Whitehurst freeway and the 
Washington football team beating the Bears, 10-3.  Inter-
estingly, the 1996 contractors found a record of an earlier 
restoration when they worked on the windows, too. That 
team of historical preservationists found a penciled record 
on the interior of a window casing element that someone 
wrote, “Repaired in [sic] May 10th 1891 by J Thos Brill, Bal-
timore County, Md.” The penciled window fragment is in 
the historic house museum’s collection. We hope Steve will 
also leave a 2023 record or time capsule memento for future 
preservationists to uncover. 
 
What does this mean?  In an article in the New York Times, 
“The History Hidden in the Walls” by Caitlin Kelly it is not-
ed, “The practice of burying or concealing items in the structure of a house is called immurement.” There are many 
reasons for these items to be placed in the walls: for marking the date of when a renovation was completed, for 
good luck, a talisman, a ritual, for posterity, and sometimes for insulation using whatever could be found. These 
items remind us that renovation and preservation is a fact of home ownership, and the diversity of items found 
shows the personality of the workmen from a newspaper with the news of the day, or a penny the year the work 
was completed. All are snippets of history.   

At James Madison’s Montpelier during the restoration of the house from the Dupont period to the Madison period, 
a rat’s nest was discovered that had shreds of newspaper, some hair, a piece of what was believed to be material 
from a dress Dolly Madison may have worn, and some wallpaper. The tiny bit of wallpaper ended up being exam-
ined by curators. The museum then recreated a copy of the actual wallpaper that was there during Madison’s time! 

The idea of putting items in graves goes back centuries.  
These items, when found, give us a greater perspective on 
the deceased’s history, culture, and position in society. The 
same with items found hidden away in other structures. 
Time capsules are also ways that many people try to cap-
ture their history and preserve it for future historians to 
find. Music, clothing, books, news articles, media, etc.  can 
each serve as a bookmark from the past to let others know 
what was happening at that time—where we were and 
where we are now.  So when is a newspaper not just a 
newspaper?  When you find it in an historic structure pur-
posefully placed! 

What’s that doing there!  Hidden Gems— 

By Stacey Hawkins, Program Coordinator 

Window casing fragment from 1891 restoration 

1996 Newspaper found in a window at Marietta 


